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Superintendent’s Reflections on a Busy Start to the School Year… 

Customized Learning:  January will mark six months on the job as Superintendent of Schools for the Schuylkill Haven 
Area School District and I couldn’t be prouder of the students, staff and families that have contributed to the successes 
we’ve incurred.  We welcomed a brand new school board member, Donald “Bud” Runkle at our December meeting.  We 
are very fortunate to have nine excellent school board directors committed to making our school district great.  Our student 
population remains consistently around 1200 and we strive to maintain effectual class size at all levels.  We continue to 
explore innovative ways to deliver instruction in a customized learning environment that affords every student an oppor-
tunity to be a successful learner.  We recently had some middle school teachers attend a Mass Customized Learning  
training at Kutztown University and we opened the doors to an alternative learning environment right on campus for our 
students who may need more intensive supports.  We are extremely proud of our graduation rate and will continue to   
partner with local businesses and higher education institutes to provide students with opportunities to explore the options 
that exist for them when they graduate. 

What You May Not Know: This school year has already marked a year of change, a year of success stories, and a year 
of new challenges for everyone associated with the Schuylkill Haven Area School District.  Media is quick to point out the 
flaws of public education, but rarely do you hear about the good things that are happening in schools.  This year at our 
Elementary Center, we began our first positive behavior support system.  Our students and staff participated in multiple 
trainings and assemblies to implement a system that offers a balanced approached to behavior management using      
positive reinforcement accompanied by appropriate consequences. Our high school uses a similar approach and rewards 
students who go above and beyond by distributing rewards ranging from complimentary lunch on the town to gift cards 
redeemable at local businesses.  In addition to the customized learning changes at our middle school, some staff       
members stay beyond the typical workday to facilitate an after-school program that promotes academic and social growth 
after the school day ends. Our staff models the importance of helping others, evidenced by our increased United Way  
donations this year and the massive effort to support hurricane victims in Texas and Puerto Rico.  Our community can be 
proud of the generous donations that pour out of our schools and into the communities around us.  

Stay on Track and Get Involved:  With cold temps, comes difficult mornings and decreased attendance. We visit 
homes and work with local agencies to make every effort possible to get students into school everyday, as well as provide 
additional support to families in need.  Schuylkill Haven Area School District is proud to be a part of the community that we 
serve.  You, as parents, relatives, neighbors and community members have the power to make every experience with your 
school district a valuable one.  Get involved in school.  Join the PTO.  Volunteer to help in a classroom.  Attend            
conferences, sporting events, concerts and shows.  The children will benefit in the end!  Thank you for making my first       
6 months in the district a huge success. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Shawn T. Fitzpatrick 
Superintendent of Schools 
Schuylkill Haven Area School District 
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Schuylkill Haven Area School District 2017-2018 
 
                                                                       District information 
 
Total enrollment (October 1)   1191                                    Percent of Low-Income              45.17% 
Number of Schools                           3                                    Limited English Proficient Enrollment        <1% 
Special Education Enrollment       22.5%                                    Graduation Rate (Class of 2017)             99% 
Gifted enrollment                2.51%     

 

Staffing Information 
 

                       Full Time        Part Time                    Full Time        Part Time 
Administrative   8          0        Health Technicians        0                3 
Classroom Teachers     95               0                                               Technology               1                3   
Counselors         4               0                                               Monitor/Truancy Officer   1                0 
Librarians         3               0                                               Nurse                      1                0  
Other Services   6               2 

 

                Welcome Our New Teachers! 

   Pictured left to right...Kyle Schuetrum, Katelyn Celani, and Ryan Chesakis. 

 

Katelyn Celani is a new Kindergarten 
teacher at Schuylkill Haven Elementary 
Center.  She graduated from Schuylkill 
Haven in 2011.  Katelyn graduated from 
The Pennsylvania State University in 
2015 with a Bachelor’s in Early         
Childhood Education, pre-k- 4

th
 grade        

certification and a Bachelor’s in Human 
Development and Family Studies.      
Before joining the “Haven Family”    
Katelyn substitute taught at several    
districts in the area.  She had a long-term 
substitute position in Kindergarten at 
Schuylkill Haven last school year.    
Katelyn enjoys basketball, playing board 
games and spending time with her    
family. 

Ryan Chesakis is the new high school physics teacher.  He graduated from Schuylkill Haven Area 
High School in 2010.  Ryan graduated from Penn State in 2015 with a B.S. in Physics and an M.Ed. in     
Curriculum and Instruction.  He is excited to be back in Schuylkill Haven to start his teaching career. 

Kyle Schuetrum is the new high school Chemistry teacher. Mr. Schuetrum graduated from Blue 
Mountain in 2013.  He then earned his Bachelor’s Degree of Science in Secondary Education in Chemistry 
from Kutztown University of Pennsylvania in May of 2017. Mr. Schuetrum has a strong passion for showing 
students the science in the world around them, and hopes to do so in the coming years at Haven. In his 
free time, he enjoys spending time with his girlfriend, swimming, cooking, fishing, and skiing. 
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 

 

 

 

The entire Schuylkill Haven Area School District community participates in community service and fund raising events throughout the 

school year.  Below is a sampling of their efforts and results.  The generosity of both students and staff is quite impressive. 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” 

At the County Commissioner’s Meeting on October 11, students Chassidy 
Kalbach, Hayley Yobbka, and Abigail Jefferson presented their idea to     
collect money for the Servants to All Homeless Shelter in Pottsville.  On  
October 28th, Make a Difference Day, 6 students collected $225 plus change 
and donated it to the shelter in order to help people who find themselves 

homeless over the holidays. 

 Pictured Left to Right Back- Theresa Gaffney (Liaison to Servants to All      
Homeless Shelter), Megan Lengle, Joseph Lowry, Dan Scheuer 
Left to Right Front: Abigail Jefferson, Hannah Koch, Hayley Yobbka, 
Hector Cortes, Chassidy Kalbach 

  

   100,000 Thank Yous to Our Military! 

The Schuylkill Haven Middle School and High 
School worked hard over the course of a week to 
create and write thank you cards for a wonderful 
program for our soldiers. The program is called 
100,000 Thank Yous. A radio showed based in 
Nashville is trying to collect 100,000 thank you cards 
to get out to our actively deployed military by    
Christmas. Our students were excited and eager to 
participate. Between the two batches of cards that 
Mrs. Watts sent out we were able to mail over 400 
cards!  It was thrilling to see our students come  
together and do something so amazing! 

THE PULSERA PROJECT—COLOR THE WORLD 

This year, Spanish Club worked hard to raise over $3,000 by selling hand-woven bracelets, or Pulseras, to support 

struggling artists in Nicaragua and Guatemala. We beat our record sales from last year, probably in part because our 

club officers set up a table in the Haven community’s Borough Day Event. These artists are so thankful and apprecia-

tive of the hard work of our students that they sent us custom-made “Schuylkill Haven” maracas.  
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events  
(Continued from page 3) 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINI-THON KICK OFF 

A Mini-Thon Kick Off Assembly was held on Friday, September 29. 

Corrine Parish, a former Schuylkill Haven student and childhood     

cancer survivor was our guest speaker.  Gail Fresetta from Four    

Diamonds spoke about their mission to find a cure for childhood    

cancer.  The Penn State Nittany Lion was also in attendance!  The annual mini-thon will be held on March 2, 2018 from 

4:30 to 7:30 p.m.  The goal is to raise at least $5,000.00 this year! 

On October 27th, the student council held their first school-wide fundraiser for Mini-Thon.  They raised $544.00 as the 

students enjoyed ice cream donated by Chill Out! 

The second fundraiser, in which ten teams signed up to play Quidditch, raised $210.00 for the Mini-Thon. 

Students from Mrs. Brennan and Mrs. Wentz classrooms have started a Friday Coffee Cart in order to raise funds for 
the Middle School Mini-Thon. Students make and deliver coffee, ice tea and baked goods to the faculty and staff at the 
Middle School. This project has been highly successful for raising funds and building skills for the students.                
We appreciate the support throughout our school. 

 

Pictured at left:  Michealaha 
Blackiston and Chloe Fabiani 
delivering to Mrs. Foley. 

 

Pictured at right:  Kyle Douglas 
filling Coffee orders.    

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN “HURRICANCES” PROVIDE HURRICANE RELIEF 

Our entire district and community came together to provide relief to victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.  
Thank you to our students, staff, and community for answering our call for donations to send with St. Mark's 
Brown's Church to Texas! Together with the Evans Network of Companies, The Jungle, Jerusalem Child 
Care and Learning Center, and our Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary School, Hurricane Hero advisor               

Mrs. McDonald announced thousands of items were collected for Hurricane Harvey relief at the High School including 
cases of water, canned and boxed food items, health and beauty personal care items, baby food, and pet food. 

Additionally, with “Denim Days” collections held throughout the district over $2,500 was collected for Hurricane Relief.   

SHAHS seniors, Madison Deegan and Kali Muthersbaugh, lead a bake sale for  Hurricane Harvey Relief and raised 
over $370.  Thanks to the students and staff who baked and/or purchased the delicious treats. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marks-Browns-Church-171031709738114/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marks-Browns-Church-171031709738114/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas/108337852519784?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Evans-Network-of-Companies-134566323278306/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/The-Jungle-347681015260200/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Jerusalem-Child-Care-and-Learning-Center-1441082059457970/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Jerusalem-Child-Care-and-Learning-Center-1441082059457970/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Schuylkill-Haven-Area-Elementry-School/348637018501340?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Hurricaneharvey2k17/?fref=mentions
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events  
(Continued from page 4) 

A group of students from the Biology Club participated in the Fall SKIP (Schuylkill Keep It Pretty) Highway  
Clean-up, as one of their community service projects, picking up trash and other debris items. 
 
Accompanied by Biology Club Advisor, Kaye Schwenk, members participating included:  Kneeling l-r:  Madelyn 
Garvey, Erin Boyer, Dianna Kozak, Hannah Gilbert, Felicia Clark, Isabella Bernitsky, McKayla Gilbert, MacKenzie 
Kramer, Abigail Sausser.  Standing l-r: William Minnig, Ryan Koch, Meghan McBreen, Kassidy Krammes, Milena 
Krause, Cameron Price, Sarah Holland, Heidi O’Boyle, Giselle Zdunowski, Kathryn Muth, Anastasia Garvey,   
Sophia Bates, Jonathan Zimmerman, Brianna Whalen, Emily Sausser. 

 

A group of Biology Club students in their   
Halloween attire participated in the Halloween 
Hustle 5K Zombie Run, trying to avoid the 
“zombies” along the Bartram Trail in 
Landingville to benefit Schuylkill County’s 
VISION.  VISION is involved with many county 
projects that make a difference, affecting a 
large number of residents in critical areas 
such as health and education.  Meghan 
McBreen, Jack Higgins, and Mason Ulsh all 

placed 2nd in their respective age groups.  

Pictured Front l-r:  Avaree Hess, Mya Smith, Heidi O’Boyle, Ava Herr, Alexis Davis, Sierra Miller, Isabella Bernitsky, Erin Batz, Corinna Noecker, Trinity 
George.  2nd Row l-r: Elizabeth Sterner, Mason Ulsh, Rayven Lehman, Mackenzie Werez, Madison Yeager, Kyla Umbenhaur, Elaina Reifsnyder,  
Angela Tucci, Delaney George, Ashley Strouphauer, Hanley Higgins.  3rd Row l-r:  Rachel Brennan, Braeleigh Lupkin, Abagail Mills, Meghan McBreen, 
Carissa Yeager, Jack Higgins, Owen Umbenhaur, Sean Pruden, Corbin Ney, Ethan Mikos, Biology Club Advisor Kaye Schwenk.  Runners missing 
from Photo: Joseph Ruiz, Jonathan Trumbo. 

 

Biology Club students who played the role of 
“zombies” in the 5K Zombie Run along the Bartram 
Trail in Landingville, attempting to capture the flags of 
the runners/walkers, included Madison Deegan, Kali 
Muthersbaugh, Paige Matz, Thomas Pospisil, Dalana 
Leonard, and Aubrey Lynch. 
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  Let us Entertain You... 

The Schuylkill Haven High School Concert Band and Choir will be having their Holiday         
Concert on December 7, 2017 at 7pm in the Zwerling Auditorium.  This year’s Choir and    
Concert Band programs include a variety of traditional holiday favorites like "O Holy Night”, “O 
Come All Ye Faithful”, “Carol of the Bells”, and “Sleigh Ride" as well as contemporary favorites 
like “Fairytale of New York”, “Hark the Herald Tubas Sing”, and “Concert Suite from Polar    
Express".  Be sure to attend and support our student musicians and vocalists. 

The Middle School Holiday Concert  titled "December Nights, December Lights" will be held on Thursday, December 
14, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School Auditorium.   The Schuylkill Haven Area Middle 
School Chorus, Beginner Band, Advanced Band, and Tech crew are hard at work preparing for the upcoming            
concert.  Don’t miss your chance to get into the holiday spirit and enjoy the many talented middle school musicians! 

Both Concerts are open to the public.  Admission is free, but donations are always appreciated.   

The Elementary Drama Club, under the direction of Melisa Donne and assistant 
Dana Stank, has been hard at work preparing for their holiday production. This 
year’s play, Alice in Christmas Land, will be held Tuesday, December 12th, at 
6:00pm in Zwerling Auditorium.  Come out and support the students as they put 
their acting skills to the test. Alice in Christmas Land is infused with holiday fun 
entertainment: everyone is getting ready for Christmas!  The Mad Hatter has a 
silly tree decorating party, the Cheshire Cat can't understand why her stripes are 
green and red and the Queen of Hearts hasn't an ounce of holiday spirit! Alice 

knows the heart is the most important symbol of all.  And what is Christmas and Holiday spirit all about          
anyway?  Love and kindness!  At last, Alice convinces the Queen that if she uses her heart, she will be 

the greatest Queen of all!  Admission is FREE!  We hope to see everyone there! 

Casting Call…The Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School Drama director is 
searching for talented middle school actors and actresses for the upcoming middle 
school musical, “The Best Little Theater in Town".  When James P. Pennypacker 
(a shady accountant) announces that he'll have to shut down The Best Little Theater 
in Town due to lack of funds, theater owner, Mrs. Goodman, popular director Cecille 
Deville, and the tightly-knit cast go into action! There's plenty of drama and more than 
enough comedy in this “play within a play”.  Join us on March 23rd, 2018 
for  “The Best Little Theater in Town” in the Middle School Auditorium.  Tickets may be purchased at the door!  

 

The Schuylkill Haven Area High School Drama Club under the new direction of Sean 
Bennett proudly presents The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. There are some 
lines that should never be crossed, some doors that shouldn't be opened because the 
monster waiting on the other side is impossible to put back. Come see this thrilling   
classic like you’ve never seen it before on January 19-21, 2018—Friday and Saturday at   

7 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m.  Tickets are $5 for General Admission, $3 for Students and $2 
for Senior Citizens. This show has some scenes of Violence and Mature             
Situations. VIEWER DISCRETION IS ADVISED 
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           Let us Entertain You… Continued from page 6 

This year the High School Musical, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, will be presented on April 13
th
 and 14

th 
 at  7:00 

p.m. and April 15
th
 at 3:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium. The classic story tells of Belle, a young woman in a      

provincial town, and the Beast, who is really a young prince trapped under the spell of an enchantress.  If the Beast can 
learn to love and be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed into his former self.  But time is running out.  If 
the Beast does not learn his lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all eternity. 

Please “be our guest” for this "tale as old as time" that is filled with memorable characters, spectacular        
costumes, and wonderful music. Disney's Beauty and the Beast is a great musical to bring plenty of smiles and 

laughter to audiences of all ages. 

 

 

Fabulous Gift Idea for Proud Hurricane Fans 

Schuylkill Haven Hurricanes water 

bottles are for sale at the Elementary 

School Office. Prices are $20 each or 

2 for $30.  Colors are limited so shop 

quickly!  Call 385-6731 to reserve 

your bottle.  Cash, please. 

 

2017-2018 

Winter Sports Passes 

Adult $35 

Student $15 

Sr. Citizen (62+) 

Free with Gold Pass 

Available Monday – Friday 

11 am to 2 pm 

High School Office 

Need more information, contact 

the HS office at 385-6717 
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HAVEN HEROES 

Our New Elementary  

Schoolwide Positive Behavior 
Support Program 

 

H – Helpful 

E – Effort 

R – Respect 

O – On Task 

 

Happy Haven HEROES are    
everywhere in the Schuylkill    
Haven Elementary Center.  It has 
been a super exciting start to this 
sensational school year. Kicking 
off this brand new program has 
been exceptionally fun and      
successful for everyone.          
Encouraging banners and positive 
posters decorate our building.  
Every teacher had a colorful     
bulletin board to welcome the   
energetic students at the         
beginning of the school year and 
their classrooms currently reflect 
the theme, too.  We want all    
students to be a HERO so this 
program was introduced to      
encourage model behavior.  ALL 
teachers are following the special 
program using a universal       
behavior clip chart, voice level 
ladder, Cane cash and a fully 
stocked school store, complete 
with goodies and coupons. At all 
times, school employees are   
using HERO language and      
reinforcing HERO behaviors. 
Unique programs and motivational 
activities have also been planned 
as rewards during the entire 
school year.  The program has 
been well received by faculty, 
staff and students.  Updates and 
tweaks will occur during the 
school year as we prepare to fully 
adopt this program as a           
permanent part of our school    
environment. For a full testimony, 
stop a Haven student and ask 
them about all of the excitement.  
Certainly, they will glow as they 
gleefully explain it to you!  Watch 
for Captain Cane, too, and other 
SUPER HEROES in town!  Not all 
heroes wear capes!  Heroes are 
leaders and succeeders! 

 

 The Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center has a 
new face walking through the hallways!  This hero not only 
shows school spirit, but is also a leader and promotes  
positive behaviors.  This hero is CAPTAIN CANE!  Captain 
Cane is the elementary center’s school mascot. Captain 
Cane is part of the PBIS program being implemented at 
the elementary center.  He encourages students to be 
helpful, give effort, be respectful and to stay on task.    
Captain Cane wants every student to be a hero every day 
in every way. You might have already spotted him greeting 
community members at Borough Day or the Halloween 
parade. Captain Cane also makes guest appearances   
during special positive behavior celebrations at the       
elementary center. He can be found greeting students with 
a high five, handing them a special treat or busting a move with the fabulous   
elementary students and staff. 

*A special thank you goes to the PBIS team, Rhonda Johnson, Jill Felty and the 
PTO who made the vision of having an elementary school mascot a reality.* 

Congratulations Mrs. Ketner! 

Amy Ketner, Elementary Guidance Counselor,  was awarded the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education’s Bureau of Special Education Performance Grant: 
School Based Behavioral Health: Establishment of SWPBIS: 2017-18. Her 
proposal, PBIS, was one of numerous grant applications, which showed strong 
commitment to the delivery of school wide positive behavioral interventions 
and supports. Her grant application, which placed fourth in the state, received 
$10,000. With the grant money, Mrs. Ketner plans to purchase behavior tools 
and assessments for the Elementary School. 

Watch D.O.G.S. 

We are excited to welcome 30 
new or returning Dads/ male-
figures to the program. Watch 
D.O.G.S is one of the nation’s 
largest and most respected 
school-based, family, and   
community engagement      
organizations in the country! 
The positive male role models 
are an extra set of eyes and 
ears around the school. They 
also offer 1:1 mentoring with 
students, small group work and 
they also join students for lunch 
and recess. All Watch D.O.G.S 
have their clearances and    
volunteer for an entire  day. 
 

Mrs. Ketner, School Counselor 

Mrs. Schaeffer, School Nurse  

       
Troy 
Adams, 
Watch 
D.O.G. 
Dad 
with 
son, TJ 

As part of the Elementary 
Center’s (EC) new PBIS 
school-wide behavior      
program, the students have 
an opportunity to earn a  
HERO Cape from a staff 
member.  These HERO 
Capes are given to those 

students who go above and beyond what 
it means to be a HERO.  Each week, 15-
20 staff members are given a cape in their 
mailbox.  They have that week to give 
their cape to a deserving student who they 
see exemplifying what it means to be a 
HERO.  Those students are then recog-
nized with a certificate and a coupon (free 
Turkey Hill slushy, free Friendly’s Kids 
Meal, etc.).  They are then given a random 
number that corresponds to a chart that is 
displayed outside the EC library.  Their 
name is placed in the box on the chart.  
Once a row and/or column is filled up, 
those winning students get to choose a 
prize.  Being part of the HERO Club is 
something that means so much to our 
students and they strive each and every 
day to show their HERO behaviors in  
every area of the school.  Next time you 
visit the EC, be sure to check out the   
HERO Club display by the library and the 
Hall of Heroes outside of the music room! 
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  Little Hurricanes Are Everywhere! 

The Elementary Center’s Little Hurricanes   

were recently seen and heard singing at 

Schuylkill Haven’s tree lighting.  The group 

sang five songs for the crowd gathered to   

start the holiday season.  The Little       

Hurricanes also sang the National Anthem 

in October at the Schuylkill Haven Area 

High School’s Homecoming Game.  They 

are looking forward to traveling to           

Harrisburg in March to perform in the Rotunda of the Capital. The Little Hurricanes is a small ensemble singing 

group available to students in third and fourth grade.  This is an extra curricular group that rehearses after school hours. 

SHAMS Teacher Recognized as an Unsung Hero 

Mrs. Jaclyn Hink, a Social Studies teacher at Schuylkill Haven  
Area Middle School, was recognized in October as an Unsung Hero Grant     
Recipient through Voya Financial. This grant will help further the teacher’s 
“Setting the Scene” lesson that focuses on the death of  Julius Caesar and 
further ties into a CSI Investigation that her students have to complete 
through analyzing primary and secondary sources.  

"This money can really transform a classroom. (I can) buy more     
resources like technology, props and a mannequin that will further 

enhance a students’ observations on what historians said really    

happened on March 15, 44 B.C.” said Hink. 

Hink was one of 100 finalists selected for the grant when over 2,000 other 
educators applied through the Voya Financial's website. Voya Financial 
awards program honors America’s classroom heroes and their innovative 
programs that take student learning to new heights. For nearly two decades, 
Voya Unsung Heroes has proven to be an A+ program with educators and 
has given away more than 5 million dollars to schools and teachers for     
lessons that aim to enhance and engage student learning. The program’s 
“alumni” have inspired success in the classroom and impacted countless 

numbers of students.  

 

 “Et, tu Brute?” is said to be the 
infamous last words of Julius 

Caesar. Students in Mrs. Hink’s 
Ancient World History Class 

observe a staged “crime scene” 
prior to conducting a CSI    

Investigation to decide on who 
really killed Julius Caesar and 

why did they do it. 

 
The students in the middle school’s gifted 

program attended a day at the Renaissance 

Faire. Accompanied by Mrs. Horbal,       

students participated in a variety of con-

tests. The school won second place in the 

heraldry competition, where they designed  

a banner representing the school. In addition, 

several students won ribbons for their   posters 

helping to advertise the Renaissance Faire.  

Students from left to right are: Adrianna Raber, 

Regan Mitchell, Karlee Feger, Hannah Keppley, 

Melody Carsey, Lillian Edling, Teagan Wehr, 

Audrey Hutchinson and Andrew Laverty. 

November 28
th
 – December 11

th
 is the Middle School Student Council’s Annual 

Canned Food Drive. All donated food items will be given to the Schuylkill Haven Area 
Food Pantry. 
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The middle school Planet Walk is 
now entering phase two of the 
project. The first phase saw the 
completion of our planet        
sculptures and their placement 
along the 1.5-mile path throughout 
the town. Students are now     
beginning to complete the        
necessary components for visitors 
to enjoy the project. A mobile   
application is being finalized and 
will be available for download this 
spring on the Apple Store. There 
will also be pamphlets available 
throughout town for those without 
the technology for the mobile   
application. Students are now  
creating ways to promote the   
project beyond the county!      
Continue to keep your eyes on the 
Planet Walk as it further develops 
throughout the year.  

 

ACHIEVE PROGRAM KEEPS THE “LIGHTS ON AFTER SCHOOL” 

Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School’s ACHIEVE program has been providing 
many opportunities for our students. Students have participated in many fun activi-
ties including “Lights On  After School” where local teacher/historian John Walsh 
told ghost stories about   
Schuylkill County’s haunted   
areas. Most recently, students 
went to the Walk In Art Center to 
create folk art. In December,  
students will be participating in 
an ugly sweater competition and 
a “cookies and canvas” night! 
ACHIEVE runs Monday -
Thursday right after school until 
5:15 p.m. There is also a morn-
ing program (Monday-Thursday) 
where students create robotic 
projects from 7:15-7:45 p.m.  

McGarry Monday was held on Monday, November 6, 2017.   Everyone was encouraged to 
wear their Team McGarry shirts as we raised funds for Caitlin McGarry. Pictured are some of 

the middle school staff wearing their Team McGarry, “Caring for Caitlin” t-shirts. 

The artists in the group shot are as follows (From left to right): Brayden Matukewicz,     
Michaelaha Blackiston, Sam Muth, Talan Lesher, and Ruslan Schneider. We are looking   

forward to seeing what the rest of the 6th graders create! 

The 6th grade students at the middle school have started a new art project this 

year. They have been busy making ceramic chia pets out of clay. Many different themes were 

created and all of them have successfully grown so far. We molded them out of clay, fired 

them in the kiln, and spread the seeds in the desired area. After monitoring them closely  

under saran wrap, they started to sprout! Some have grown really fast.  

 



 

 11 

 

     Students in Mrs. Lengle and Mr. Scheuer’s classroom will be 
opening a business this December. This class has been working 
hard to learn employment skills that will prepare them for life after 
high school. The students have learned professionalism, work 
ethic, work habits, resume building, and workplace readiness 
skills, and are now ready to take the next step.  What better way to 
learn employment skills than to actually run a business? Hurricane 
Creations will allow the students to make and/or sell different 
items, keep up with a Facebook page, and manage the money 
their business makes.  They will utilize all of their previously 
learned knowledge while also “learning by doing”.  Please keep an 
eye on the Schuylkill Haven High School Facebook page for more 
information. 

Inductees pictured l to r:   

Front Row – Tyler Hughes, Austin Homan, 
McKayla Gilbert, Jake D’Arco, Isabella Bernitsky, 
Dominic Behney, Addison Whittemore, and Sarah 
Holland – Back Row – Madison Yeager,          
Mackenzie Werez, Noah Slusser, Kyle Schaeffer, 
Ryan Potts, Max Mueller, Abagail Mills, Sierra  
Miller, and Matthew Mairose (Missing from photo - 
Tava Horning). 

This year, 8th grade students Kira Brish, Jacob Gilbert, Nick Maldonado, Zac Taylor, and Amanda Guers are 
working with Fabcon Precast in Mahanoy City to develop a video showcasing the manufacturer and the         
importance of manufacturing in the 21st Century.  The student team, mentored by Mr. Hocking, visited Fabcon 
on November 9 to shoot film and are currently in the post-production phase.  The students will take part in a 
contest that will culminate in an awards program on March 6 in Reading.  More details can be found at 
www.whatssocool.org. 

 

Students shooting 

film at Fabcon.      

L-R Nick Maldonado, 

Jacob Gilbert, Zac 

Taylor, Kira Brish, 

and Amanda Guers.  

http://www.whatssocool.org
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YES 1 & 2 (Your Employability Skills) toured Yuengling 
Brewery in October and then had a special treat 
with a classroom visit in November from Dick Yuengling.  
He spoke about finding your passion and working hard 
to lead a successful life.  He also talked about the histo-
ry of the Brewery and answered many questions that 
the students had, even personal questions.    Next tour 
is on December 1, to Solar Innovations in Pine Grove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Mikos accepting some words of wisdom from Dick 
Yuengling, a guest speaker in Mrs. Keyworth’s YES class. 

 

On November 21st, 
52 juniors attended 
Penn State Schuylkill 
for a campus visit. In 
addition to a tour, 
students learned 
about student life in 
college, participated 
in two classroom 
experiences, and 
received a lunch at 
the café. The day 
was a success and 
we look forward to 
making this an annu-
al event. We appreciate our relationship with Penn State Schuylkill and 
the valuable opportunities they offer our school and community. 

On November 2nd, Schuylkill Haven High School’s Youth Leadership 
Team attended the annual Schuylkill County Youth Conference at Penn 
State Schuylkill’s campus.  The missions of the Team and conference 
is to promote cultural appreciation, understanding and unity both in the 
local community and school.  All grades nine through twelve are repre-
sented on Schuylkill Havens Team which has a total of ten members.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured standing l to r:  Billy Minnig (gr. 10),  Josh Tuite (gr. 9), Valerie 
Bildheiser (gr. 9), Abby Mills (gr. 11), Lexi Pascucci (gr. 12), Hannah Marr 
(gr. 12).  Seated l to r:  Steph Zolynski (gr. 10), -Delaney George (gr. 10),  

and the Penn State Nittany Lion. 

 

 

Youth Summit is a community service based club that the 
high school has been part of over the last several years.  
With the help of all the schools in the Schuylkill County, 
Vision, and the Salvation Army, Youth Summit works as 
a partnership focusing on different community concerns 
that are prevalent in Schuylkill county.  This year’s     
concern is the opioid epidemic that has taken hold in 
Schuylkill county.  Through fundraisers, activities, and 
campaigns, Youth Summit is dedicated to raising aware-
ness for this issue for both students and the public. 

As part of Youth Summit this year, Haven had the      
opportunity to tour the Pottsville courthouse and clock  
tower, giving students a grasp on how the courthouse 
and legal system operates.  Students had a chance to 
visit various departments including the courtroom, intake, 
and the prothonotary’s office.  Students also climbed the 
clock tower and had a chance to sign their names to the 
tower.  They enjoyed talking with the various courthouse 
employees and getting an inside view of how the legal 
system wheel works. 

Youth Summit has several activities planned this year 
including a purse drive and reading books to younger 
students to help raise awareness for disabilities.   

                                                                                                                                                                     

Congratulations to Abagail Mills, Desiree Rossi, and Kyla Umbenhaur! They have been selected by their 

classmates to represent Schuylkill Haven Area High School in the Greater Pottsville Winter Carnival in 2018. 

We wish them the best of luck in vying for the Snowflake Princess title in January!  

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterPottsvilleWinterCarnival/?fref=mentions
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This Thanksgiving seniors Lauren      
Dissinger, Katelyn Lehman, and Hannah 

Palladino marched in the 6abc Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade as a part of the            

Tournament of Bands All Star Marching 
Band.  The students had long hours of 

practice onsite for the parade and          
represented Schuylkill Haven High School 

on Thanksgiving Day.   

 
Katlyn Lehman (left) and Lauren Dissinger (right)  

       are able to start warming up at the hotel after  

                             finishing the parade! 

 

 

 

Hannah Palladino is all 
smiles when she makes it 
back to the hotel after a 

successful parade!   
 

This year Senior Nathan Bates and 
Sophomore Courtney Lundervold will 

represent Schuylkill Haven in both   
County Band and Chorus this win-

ter.  County Chorus Concert will be on 
February 17th at Tri Valley High 

School.  County Band will be on March 
10th at Mahanoy Area High School. 

 

 

The Hurricane football 
team overcame some  
early season defeats to 
rally back and capture  
another Schuylkill League 
and District XI AA    
Championship. This years 
team became the first 
football team in school 
history to win back to back 
District championships. 
The graduating seniors 
have won three gold  
medals during their career 
(2 District XI AA and 1 Eastern 
Conference Class A).  

   Photographs courtesy of a.farr photography   afarrphotography.com 
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Schuylkill League Golf Champion Albe Evans (middle)  
is a sophomore at SHAHS. We are very proud of his 

hard work this fall season! 

Congratulations to the seniors, who beat the juniors in 

the Powderpuff game 28 – 8 ! Thank you to all of the 

students, Student Council advisor Ms. Whalen, 

coaches Mr. Chesakis, Mr. Scheutrum, and Mr. 

McCulloch, Coach Farr and referees, and all of the 

teachers and community members who assisted with 

this event!!  $765.25 was raised; $400 will be donated 

to the Hillside SPCA, and the rest will be used for the 

Winter Formal organized by Student Council. 

The Anatomy and Physiology Honors students of Kaye 
Schwenk and the AP Environmental Science students of 
Sarah Jones recently visited the College of Physicians    
Mutter Museum and Eastern State Penitentiary in     
Philadelphia.  At the Mutter Museum, the students had a 
docent-guided tour of the extensive collection of        
anatomical specimens, focusing on the history and    
diagnosis of disease, past medical treatments, medical 
anomalies, and discovering the genetic, physical, and 
environmental implications and/or causes of those     
diseases, along with a lesson on body modification.  At 
Eastern State Penitentiary, America’s most historic    
prison, and at one time, one of the most famous and  
expensive prisons in the world, the students had a    
guided tour of the newly opened Hospital Block, along 
with exploring other areas of the prison, gaining a      
perspective on prison life and how the outbreak and 
spread of illness and disease and the structural and    
environmental deficiencies led to the closure of the    
prison.   

Pictured outside of the ESP are students:   Front l-r: Megan    
Moyer, Mackenzie Werez, Logan Dougherty, Jenna Sitcosky, 
Kayeleigh Umphrey, Abagail Mills, Kyla Umbenhaur, Felicia Clark, 
Alyssa Pruden, McKayla Gilbert.  2nd Row l-r: Braeleigh Lupkin, 
Tania Harris, Isabella Bernitsky, Sophia Bates, Heidi O’Boyle, 
Madison Yeager, Dominic Behney, Madelyn Garvey, Corbin Ney, 
Cole Jewett, Jake D’Arco, Kyle Schaeffer, Matthew Mairose, Ethan 
Mikos.  Back Row l-r:  Corinna Noecker, Ryleigh Marr, Hannah 
Marr, Elise Scott, Kali Mutehrsbaugh, Hannah Palladino, Tava 
Horning, Sarah Consentino, Erin Boyer, Christian Yerusavage, 
Addison Whittemore, Zachary Rodgers, Ty Minnich, Ryan Potts, 
Noah Slusser 

 

Terri Lynn Keyworth and Nick Yashinsky hosted the First Annual Career and Bank Fair.  The following local businesses were in 
attendance this year:  McDonald’s of Schuylkill Haven, Sheetz of Schuylkill Haven, Seton Manor, CareerLink, Porcupine Pat 
McKinney, Pottsville Provision Company, Lori’s Angels, and Boyer’s Food Markets.  In addition to the businesses, we had the  
following banks in attendance doing “round table” discussions with juniors and seniors:  Mid Penn Bank, M&T Bank, Riverview, 
Hidden River Credit Union, and Tompkins Vist Bank.  It was a huge success and will be on the calendar for next school year. 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsidespca/?fref=mentions
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This year’s Interns are busy in the workforce.  For the first semester, 11 
students have been placed in the following settings:  Chassidy Kalbach, Preschool and First Grade, St. Ambrose; Mason Worth, 
Walk-In Art Center and Elementary Art Class, Schuylkill Haven Elementary Center; Alyssa Emerich, ChildCare, Jerusalem Day 
Care; Kaitlyn Tinari, Business, Schuylkill Haven Borough Hall; Kyla Umbenhaur, Third Grade, Schuylkill Haven Elementary Center; 
Zachary Rodgers, History, Schuylkill County Historical Society; Amanda Guldin, 10th Grade Language Arts, Schuylkill Haven Area 
High School; Max Muller, Politics, Representative Mike Tobash; Abigail Yaeger, Large Animal Vet, Dandelion Farm Equestrian  
Center; Tava Horning, Customer Service, Sheetz; Zoie Robinson, First Grade, Schuylkill Haven Elementary Center.  The mentors, 
students and parents gathered together for the first “Coffee Break” in October where they were able to share information and gain 
insight as to what other interns were doing.  It was a great time shared by all. 

A new program called “Build A Better You” has 
been implemented in the high school.  The 
program consists of a series of biweekly     
seminars dealing with student issues.  It is 
offered to all students on a first-come, first-
serve basis with a maximum of 25 students.  
Guest speakers/experts in the field are invited 
to run a short presentation followed by      
question and answer period.  Some of the  
programs that have been covered or will be 
covered include:  social appropriateness, 
healthy relationships, how to use social media 
in a positive manner, disability awareness and 
mental health issues.   

 The Fall semester class of Personal Finance is once again engaged in 

the  H & R Block “Budget Challenge”.  Currently, there are 1,560      
classes nationwide participating.  Schuylkill Haven has been bouncing 
back and forth between 23-44 in rank.  Jake Felty and Shelby Moyer 
have been leading our class ranking within the top 1%.  The simulation 
ends on December 14, 2017. 

 Seniors had an opportunity to attend Career Day at McCann in         

November.  The students were able to choose four different fields of 
study they were interested in and learn about those fields from         
professionals who work in that career.   

 Clep Accounting and Accounting 1 journeyed to Kutztown for a PICPA 

presentation of the many different avenues of Accounting.  The favorite 
field seemed to be Forensic Accounting and working for the FBI.   

On Veteran’s Day, each building in our school district honored our local veterans.  We       
appreciate all of the Veterans who have sacrificed for the freedoms that we enjoy every day!  
The day started at Rotary Field with Julie Nester and Mrs. Biggs singing the National Anthem, 
the Pledge of Allegiance, a 21-Gun Salute and Hannah Palladino playing Taps on her trumpet.  
Each building then held an assembly.  Students and staff honored the Veterans through    
poetry, music and touching stories.  The middle school also held a wreath laying ceremony.  
Charles Greer, a Marine Corps Veteran, was the guest speaker at the high school and he 
“inspired us to do something greater!”  Carissa Diggs, SGT in the Army National Guard, was 

the guest speaker at the middle school.  Members of the SHHS Veterans Committee traveled to 
Penn State Schuylkill to participate in their  Veteran’s Day program. Three of our students, seniors  
Meredith Sapp, Jacob Mcgovern and junior Ethan Mikos were among the featured speakers.  Students 
were treated to lunch with veterans sponsored by PSU.  Teachers attending were Mr. Chuck Grabusky 
and Mrs. Janie Ulsh.  

 

George Jackson—WWII Veteran  

of Battle of the Bulge with Sonya 

Bessasparis, MS Veteran’s Day 

Assembly Coordinator 

Pictured below is a group photo of the veterans who attended the middle school 

assembly along with their children and grandchildren who are students at the   

middle school. 
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Schuylkill Haven Area School District — Annual Public Notice of Special Education  

Programs and Services and Gifted Education Programs 

The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Im-
provement Act of 2004 (“IDEA”) to provide a free, appropriate, public education (“FAPE”) to “children 
with disabilities.” Pursuant to the IDEA, students are considered to be children with disabilities if they 
need special education and related services and have one or more of the following physical or mental 
disabilities: 

● Autism ● Orthopedic Impairment ● Deaf-Blindness ● Other Health Impairment ● Emotional Disturbance ● Specific 
Learning Disability ● Hearing Impairment including Deafness ● Speech or Language Impairment ● Intellectual Disa-

bility ● Traumatic Brain Injury ● Multiple Disabilities ● Visual Impairment including Blindness 

The IDEA further requires the provision of FAPE to children with disabilities between the age of three 
and the school district’s age of beginners known as “eligible young children.” The Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit 29 provides early intervention services and programs to eligible young children located within the 
Schuylkill Haven Area District. All children learn and grow at different rates. Children who are develop-
ing more slowly than other children their age may need Early Intervention Services. Delays in the follow-
ing developmental milestones can alert parents to the potential need for Early Intervention Services:  
Physical Development (ability to move, see, and hear), Language Development (ability to talk or ex-
press needs), Social and Emotional Development (ability to relate to others) , Self-Help Development 
(ability to eat, dress, and take care of themselves), Cognitive Development (ability to think and learn).  
Parents who feel their young child may not be reaching developmental milestones should contact the 
Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 for the purpose of screening, evaluation and appropriate program and 
services if necessary. Eligible young children are afforded the same rights as school age children. 

Services For Protected Handicapped Students  
The Schuylkill Haven Area School District must provide services to and may not discriminate against 
“protected handicapped students” in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. A protected 
handicapped student is a student who has a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits 
one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having such impair-
ment. Protected handicapped students may qualify for special services to ensure equal opportunity to 
participate in the school program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate for the 
individual student. 

Gifted Education  

In Pennsylvania, school age students qualify to receive specially designed instruction when they have 
been identified as “mentally gifted.” A student is mentally gifted when he or she has outstanding intellec-
tual and creative ability that requires specially designed programs or support services not ordinarily 
provided in the regular education program. The Schuylkill Haven Area School District will determine 
whether a student is mentally gifted based upon multiple criteria, including I.Q. The determination of 
gifted ability will not be based on I.Q. score alone. 

Screening And Evaluation  

If you believe that your child may be eligible for special education and related services, or gifted educa-
tion, screening and evaluation services designed to assess the needs of your child and his/her eligibility 
are available to you at no cost. The special education evaluation will determine if your child qualifies for 
special education services.  The special education programs include a full continuum of services to the 
students in both district-operated classes as well as classes provided by the Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 
29.  The district makes every effort to provide these services in the least restrictive environment.  You 
may request a screening and evaluation at any time, whether or not your child is enrolled in the district’s 
public school program.  Requests for screenings and evaluations can be made by contacting your 
child’s guidance counselor or your child’s building principal.  All requests will be kept confidential.  If you 
believe that your child may qualify for services as an eligible young child, you may contact the Schuylkill 
Intermediate Unit 29 directly.  The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is committed to providing a 
continuum of services and programs to all children with special needs that provides the opportunity to 
access the general curriculum of the district in the least restrictive environment. Related services, includ-
ing psychological services, are at no cost to the parents. 

Contact Information     

Schuylkill Haven Area School District  (570) 385-6726  Mr. Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education  

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center (570) 385-6731  

Mr. Matthew Horoschak, Principal    ●   Mrs. Amy Ketner, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School  (570) 385-6709  

Mr. Matthew Buletza, Principal   ●   Mr. Joseph Schoffstall, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Haven Area High School (570) 385-6717  

Mrs. Sarah Yoder, Principal   ●    Mr. Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Audrey Lantz, Guidance Counselor    ●   Mr. Isaac Davis, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 (570) 544-9131  Director of Preschool Programs 

    

DISTRICT OFFICE                            
501 E. Main Street                    
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972-1300 

Shawn  Fitzpatrick, Superintendent         
Kimberly Umphrey, Business Manager 
(570) 385-6705 *  Fax (570) 385-6736 

Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education 
Susan E. Morgan, Director of Curriculum, 
Instruction and Technology                          
(570) 385-6726 

DISTRICT SCHOOLS      

Schuylkill Haven Area High School              
501 E. Main Street                                
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Sarah Yoder, Principal                            
Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal             
(570) 385-6717 

Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School     
120 Haven Street                                
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Matthew Buletza, Principal                           
(570) 385-6709 

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center 
701 E. Main Street                                 
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Matthew Horoschak, Principal                   
(570) 385-6731 

BOARD MEMBERS                                
Scott R. Jacoby, President                     
Diane M. McGoey, Vice President              
Eric R. Felty, Secretary                           
Jennifer A. Stoyer, Assistant Secretary    
Kimberly A. Umphrey, Treasurer            
Sandy Hess                                              
Crystal McGarry                                        
Melissa Strauch                                         
Rebecca Ulsh                                              
Donald “Bud” Runkle 

SEATED ON THE BOARD                      
Shawn Fitzpatrick, Superintendent of Schools      
Jane M. Gordon, Recording Secretary 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING              
Monthly board meetings are held the third 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the Hale Board 
Room located in the district office. 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER                            
The District Newsletter is published in the 
fall/winter and spring.                              
Wendy Fabrizio, District Office               
fabriziow@shasd.org 

The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is an 

equal opportunity educational institution that does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, 

religion, national origin, ancestry, gender, sexual 

orientation, handicap/disability, or age in its pro-

grams and activities.  The following person has 

been designated to handle inquires regarding the 

nondiscrimination policies:  Susan Morgan, 

Schuylkill Haven Area School District, 501 East 

Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972          

(570)385-6726 
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             MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
2017 

Dec 7               High School Holiday Concert—Zwerling Auditorium 7 pm 

Dec 12           Elementary Drama Production “Alice in Christmas Land”  -  

     Zwerling Auditorium 6 pm 

Dec 14           Middle School Holiday Concert “December Nights, 

     December Lights” -  Middle School Auditorium 7 pm 

Dec 16   Winter Formal @ Walk-In Art Center 7:30 pm 

Dec 22           Student Early Dismissal 1 pm 

Dec 23—Jan 2  Winter Holiday Recess 

2018 

Jan 15          Teacher In-Service Day 

Jan 19-21         High School Drama Production “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”             

      Zwerling Auditorium—Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm 

Feb 1    First Grade Concert “Winter Wonderland”—EC Multipurpose Room 7 pm 

Feb 19    School Closed (Tentative) 

Mar 2    Middle School Mini-THON 

Mar 23   Middle School Drama Production “The Best Little Theater in Town” 

Mar 23-24  PTO Chinese Auction 

Mar 28-Apr 3 Spring Holiday Recess (Tentative) 

April 13-15  High School Musical Production “Disney’s Beauty and the Beast” - Zwerling Auditorium    

     Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm 

Apr 20   Student Early Dismissal 12 pm 

May 8    Third and Fourth Grade Concert “Broadway Beat” - High School Auditorium 7 pm 

May 28   School Closed—Memorial Day 

May 31   Student Early Dismissal 1 pm 

Jun 1    Last Day of School—Student Early Dismissal 10:30 am 

Jun 1    Graduation 

Order your 2018 Middle School Yearbook today!  Yearbooks 
cost $25 and you can submit your order online or by sending 

your money to Mrs. Schock in room 304.  The website for 
online orders is yearbookordercenter.com and our job number 

is 13380.  Don’t miss out on your middle school memories! 

The 96th volume of BLUE AND GOLD YEARBOOK                                        

is on sale now by pre-order only.  The books will not be  

available for sale upon delivery. Visit www.balfour.com  

and type in the school’s name to order your yearbook today. 

 

http://www.balfour.com

